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Letter from the Editor
A New Year Ahead
The year 2004 did not have a good ending; the tsunami disaster on Boxing Day smashed into South Asia, instantly killing about
150,000 people. There are many more missing, injured and homeless, and the region is filled with sorrow. We are reminded of
our own painful experience with SARS, especially in our health care system. Quite often, the worst in the past can encourage
us to work harder and look for a better tomorrow.
What about our occupational therapy journal, the Hong Kong Journal of Occupational Therapy (HKJOT)? The Hong Kong
Occupational Therapy Association (formerly the Hong Kong Association of Occupational Therapists) first published its own
journal, the Journal of the Hong Kong Association of Occupational Therapists, in 1984/1985. It was published annually.
Although the current issue represents the 14
th
 volume, publication of the journal was postponed several times or even stopped
for a few years in the 1990s due to a lack of article submissions. Special thanks should be paid to Professor Chetwyn Chan who
renamed the journal the Hong Kong Journal of Occupational Therapy, with new cover and page designs in the 1997 volume. The
blinded peer review process was also adopted to enable a fair, critical review of a high international standard. In 2000, our journal
was transformed into a cited journal with an external publisher, Elsevier (Singapore) Pte Ltd (previously Excerpta Medica Asia
Ltd.); this action has successfully lifted the standard of our journal to an international level and improved the profile of the journal
both locally and overseas. Over the past 5 years, the journal has been under the strong leadership of Professor Chetwyn Chan
and Dr. Cecilia Li.
If the year 2000 was the year when our journal was transformed, then the year 2005 will be one for redesigning and
restructuring. Since August 2004, the journal can be accessed online (http://asia.elsevierhealth.com/hkjot/), with full text original
articles dating back to the year 2001. If you are working in the Hospital Authority, you can simply access the journal through
e-kg (i.e. e-knowledge gateway) by double clicking “allied health” and selecting the pull-down menu for “occupational therapy”.
On the other hand, thanks should be extended to Ernest, Andrew and other colleagues who have done a marvelous job on our
Newsletter. The HKJOT editorial board is working closely with them on our vision of the future plans for our publications. We
may consider publishing one more issue of the HKJOT annually if the rate of article submission increases. We are also considering
plans to enrich the editorial content to include Position Statements, Letters to the Editor, Book or Article Reviews, and, most
importantly, more original articles. We also welcome the submission of abstract proceedings from our occupational therapy
symposiums and conferences. In order to attract subscribers (which are small in number at present), Elsevier will play a more
active role in promoting the journal at overseas symposiums and in their other publications that are targeted at allied health
professionals, in addition to taking over from the Association in the management of subscriptions (e.g. payment tracking,
warehousing and fulfillment). Although the workload will be heavier if we publish twice yearly, I am sure the editorial team,
together with Cecilia and Chetwyn, will be able to shed light on how it may be managed. I apologize to those who expect the
journal to incorporate Chinese abstracts or original articles in Chinese so that it can be circulated in Chinese communities. As
we want to maintain the international standard of the journal and widen its appeal to the international medical community, we
need to continue to use English. For the time-being, we propose that another bulletin or mini-journal using Chinese be established,
using either traditional or simplified characters, purely for Chinese readers in Mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and other
Chinese communities.
May I take this opportunity to thank all the members of the editorial board, the international and local reviewers, and all the
colleagues who have submitted articles for their dedicated effort in the past. Without their contribution, there would be no
HKJOT. I look forward also to receiving more submissions in the future.
Kenneth N.K. Fong
Editor-in-Chief
